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Alabamian Shane Powell wins Classic Fish-Off on Lake Eufaula; 
Earns berth in Bassmaster Classic with two-day total of 23 lbs

    LIVINGSTON, MT. – A short 
film about a fly-fishing cancer 
survivor was named the winner 
of the Fly Fishing International 
(FFI) Virtual Expo Competition, 
announced Patrick Berry, Pres-
ident and CEO of the worldwide 
conservation and education or-
ganization. 
The top film, Becca Powell: 
Water is Life, was submitted on 
behalf of Becca Powell, Atlanta, 
by Georgia film producers Justin 
Dodson and Matt Bornhorst. 
 In the film, a series of life-
changing moments led Powell to 
fly fishing as she faced the com-
plete unknowns of a stage four 
cancer diagnosis. “Powell tack-
les the challenges with as much 
grace as she can muster, and two 
feet placed firmly in a river,” 

EUFAULA, Ala. — Shane Pow-
ell saw the Bassmaster Team 
Championship and the ensuing 
Classic Fish-Off as his chance to 
settle unfinished business. 
 
Now, after watching friends and 
former Auburn University team-
mates reach the Bassmaster Clas-
sic in previous years, his time has 
arrived. 
 
Powell won the Bassmaster Clas-
sic Fish-Off portion of the Team 
Championship here on Lake Eu-
faula Saturday, less than an hour 
from his lifelong home of Do-
than, Ala. His two-day total of 23 
pounds, 5 ounces was the best of 
the six anglers that survived to 
make the fish-off, and it earned 
him the final berth in the 2022 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk when it’s held March 4-6 on 
South Carolina’s Lake Hartwell. 

 The Alabama Bass Trail's Shane Powell of Dothan, Ala. has won the 2021 Bassmaster 
Classic Fish-Off on Alabama's Lake Eufaula with a two-day total of 23 pounds, 5 ounces, 
earning a spot in the 2022 Academy Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk. (Photo by Dalton Tumblin/B.A.S.S.) 

The victory was no easy feat, 
with heavy rain, dense fog and 
significant temperature swings 
throughout. The conditions con-
founded anglers, from the 378 
who competed in the team por-
tion Wednesday and Thursday, to 
the final six who competed the 
past two days in the fish-off. 
Powell credited a slight warming 
trend overnight for Saturday’s 
better catch. He had five-bass 
limits both days of the fish-off 

but improved from 10-2 on Day 
1 to 13-3 on Day 2.  
“I had three or four places I 
started on every day,” Powell 
said. “Yesterday, I ran through 
them all and I had zero keepers. 
This morning, I ran through the 
same areas and I had 12 pounds 
by 7:30 or 7:45. 
“A buddy texted me last night 
and said if it was meant to be, 
that everything would fall into 
place. And it did.” 
It was that kind of week for Pow-
ell, who teamed with Alabama 
Bass Trail partner Tim Fox to 
catch 27-4 and finish second in 
the two-day Bassmaster Team 
Championship that concluded 
Thursday. Fishing alone Friday, 
Powell stitched together enough 
weight to give himself a 1 1/2-
pound lead heading into the final 
day. 

But with five anglers hot on his 
heels, Powell knew he had to 
keep the pressure on the field. 
His knowledge of the lake, not to 
mention confidence in its ability 
to produce winning bags, al-
lowed him to do just that. 
Powell said most of his bass 
were caught in approximately 20 
feet of water and off the old 
Chattahoochee River ledges that 
remain in the Eufaula impound-
ment. 
“The first day or two, we caught 
them on a Strike King 6XD 
crankbait,” Powell said. “I went 
to a morning dawn (pink) drop 
shot when things got tougher and 
tougher ... It was all largemouth 
coming off the bottom.” 
Powell and Fox won an Alabama 
Bass Trail tournament on Eu-
faula in March, and the cham-
pion said he's been eyeing a 

return to the storied fishery since. 
“This was an extremely tough 
tournament,” Powell said. “But I 
knew we had to stick with it. 
Every cast we made this year was 
about trying to get back here for 
the Team Championship and into 
the finals. And If you think of the 
percentages of all this panning 
out, it’s crazy.” 
Powell said he knows nothing 
about Lake Hartwell, but he's 
heard plenty about fishing in a 
Bassmaster Classic from former 
Auburn teammates who’ve par-
ticipated in pro bass fishing’s big-
gest event. 
 Powell relishes the chance to fish 
in his first Classic, but his even-
keeled personality won't let him 
get too worked up, now or in 
March. 
“I'm excited,” he said. “But it's 
just like this tournament on Eu-

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Minn 
Kota and Humminbird, two 
preeminent brands in the fishing 
industry and part of the outdoor 
recreational company Johnson 
Outdoors, have extended their 
longtime sponsorship of the 
Bassmaster Tournament Trail. As 
Premier Sponsors, Minn Kota 
and Humminbird will be support-
ing B.A.S.S.’s six tournament 
circuits and the iconic Bass-
master Classic through 2024. 
 “We value our close relationship 
with Johnson Outdoors and their 
incredible brands,” said B.A.S.S. 
chairman and CEO Chase Ander-
son. “For more than a decade, 
they have partnered with 
B.A.S.S. to educate and inspire 
adventurers to experience fishing 
and connect with anglers of all 
skill levels. We’re thrilled to con-
tinue working together for the 
next three years.” 
 The Minn Kota and Hummin-
bird pro teams feature 20 current 
Elite Series anglers, including 
2021 Angler of the Year Seth 
Feider, 2021 Rookie of the Year 
Josh Stracner and four 2021 
Bassmaster Elite Series cham-
pions — Jeff Gustafson, Lee 
Livesay, Wes Logan and Bill 
Lowen. 
 “Fishing the Elites is something 
that every kid dreams of who has 
ever picked up a fishing rod,” 
said Logan. “I am blessed to run 
the best products on the market 
from Johnson Outdoors, and I 
wouldn’t trust my livelihood to 
anything else.” 
 “Minn Kota and Humminbird 
are dedicated to giving every an-
gler the best possible experience 
on the water,” said Johnson Out-
doors Senior Director Joe Brown. 
“It’s a passion we’ve shared with 
B.A.S.S. over the course of our 
long partnership, and we couldn’t 
be prouder to renew that commit-
ment today. From weekend war-
riors to Elite Series competitors, 
the sport of fishing is thriving 
and we’re proud to work with 
B.A.S.S. to give anglers more op-
portunity than ever to pursue 
their passion.”  
 
In addition to connecting with 

faula. You go out and do what 
you do.” 
 
David Lowery, a Milledgeville, 
Ga., resident representing Berry's 
Tournament Trail, also grew up 
fishing Lake Eufaula. He finished 
second in the Bassmaster Classic 
Fish-Off with 18-9 over two 
days. Randy Tolbert, who paired 
with Gary Thompson to win the 

The victory was no easy 
feat, with heavy rain, dense 
fog and significant tem-
perature swings through-
out. The conditions 
confounded anglers, from 
the 378 who competed in 
the team portion Wednes-
day and Thursday, to the 
final six who competed the 
past two days in the fish-
off. 

Team Championship on Thurs-
day for the Alabama Bass Trail, 
placed third in the Fish-Off with 
15-8. 
 
 Fox finished fourth with 8-12, 
James Murphy of Berry's was 
fifth with 8-9 and Thompson 
sixth with 4-14. 
 Tolbert and Thompson caught a 
two-day total of 28-14 in the 
team event and claimed a 
$20,600 cash prize from 
Ranger/Mercury. A total of 179 
tandems representing more than 
60 B.A.S.S. team trails from ac-
ross North America competed 
for a cash purse of $91,600. 
 The Eufaula-Barbour County 
Chamber of Commerce hosted 
the event. 
2021 Bassmaster Team Cham-
pionship Premier Sponsors: 
Berkley, Humminbird, Mercury, 
Minn Kota, Nitro Boats, Power-
Pole, Rapala, Skeeter Boats, Ya-
maha 
 2021 Bassmaster Team Cham-
pionship Supporting Sponsors: 

Cancer survivor’s short film wins the 
Fly Fishing International competition

said Berry. 
Tightened Lines placed second in 
the competition. Directed by 
Hannah Roberts, Brynmawr, 
Gwent, United Kingdom.  This 
mini-documentary follows an in-
timate, honest portrayal of Mark 
Roberts, a man in his 60s, who 
strives to fish regardless of his 
disabilities and any obstacles that 

confront him. 
The third prize film, Until We 
Fish Together, tells the story of 
Bryan Sung, a young American 
boy who was abducted by his 
mother to Korea. As his father 
tries to get him back from the 
foreign country, he learns fly 
fishing to cope with the loss. The 
film was directed by Jay Sung, 
Redmond, Wash. 
 
Prizes awarded for each top film 
were provided by Cheeky Reels, 
Bird Marketing Group, John 
VanVliet and Catherine Smith of 
For Travels Sake; Snowbee Fly 
Rods, and FFI Life Member 
Larry Gibbs of Bonney Lake, 
Wash., who donated the $2,000 
cash prize for the winner. 

Minn Kota and Humminbird extend 
their long-standing partnership with  
the Bassmaster Tournament Trail 

tournament anglers through their 
sponsorship of the Bassmaster 
Classic, Bassmaster Elite Series, 
Bassmaster Opens, Bassmaster 
College Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bassmaster Team 
Championship and the grass-
roots TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. 
Nation events, Minn Kota and 
Humminbird will reach anglers 
through B.A.S.S.’s diverse, in-
dustry-leading media platforms. 
 As Premier Sponsors, the brands 
will be highlighted during Bass-
master LIVE on the FOX Sports 
platforms, which had more than 
14 million viewers during the 
2021 season, and enjoy exposure 
in Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times magazines and across var-
ious social media platforms, 
which reach more than 2.2 mil-
lion fans. 
 “Being a part of the Minn Kota 
and Humminbird team is going to 
be a huge help for me as I fish my 
first year on the Bassmaster Elite 
Series,” said Jay Przekurat, who 
is preparing to compete in his 
rookie season after finishing sec-
ond in the Bassmaster Central 
Opens points standings. “Having 
the best equipment in the game 
gives me the confidence to com-
pete against the best anglers on 
the water.” 
 
About Johnson Outdoors 
Johnson Outdoors Fishing is 
comprised of the Minn Kota, 
Humminbird and Cannon brands. 
Minn Kota is the world’s leading 
manufacturer of electric trolling 
motors, as well as a complete line 
of shallow water anchors, battery 

chargers, and marine accessories. 
Humminbird is a leading global 
innovator and manufacturer of 
marine electronics products in-
cluding fish finders, multifunc-
tion displays, autopilots, ice 
flashers, and premium cartogra-
phy products. Cannon is the 
leader in controlled-depth fishing 
and includes a full line of down-
rigger products and accessories. 
 Johnson Outdoors is a leading 
global outdoor recreation com-
pany that inspires more people to 
experience the awe of the great 
outdoors with innovative, top-
quality products.  
 
 The company designs, manufac-
tures and markets a portfolio of 
winning, consumer-preferred 
brands across four categories: 
Watercraft, Fishing, Diving and 
Camping. 

“It’s a passion we’ve shared 
with B.A.S.S. over the course 
of our long partnership, and 
we couldn’t be prouder to 
renew that commitment 
today. From weekend war-
riors to Elite Series competi-
tors, the sport of fishing is 
thriving and we’re proud to 
work with B.A.S.S. to give an-
glers more opportunity than 
ever to pursue their passion.”  

Tolbert and Thompson 
caught a two-day total of 28-
14 in the team event and 
claimed a $20,600 cash prize 
from Ranger/Mercury. A total 
of 179 tandems representing 
more than 60 B.A.S.S. team 
trails from across North 
America competed for a cash 
purse of $91,600. 

AFTCO, Bass Pro Shops, Gar-
min, Huk Performance Fishing, 
Marathon, VMC 
 
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 
events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing 
whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birm-
ingham, Ala., the 515,000-
member organization’s fully 
integrated media platforms in-
clude the industry’s leading mag-
azines (Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, Basspro.com 
Bassmaster Opens Series, TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Carhartt Bassmaster Col-
lege Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bassmaster Team 
Championship, Bassmaster 
B.A.S.S. Nation Kayak Series 
powered by TourneyX, Yamaha 
Bassmaster Redfish Cup Cham-
pionship presented by Skeeter 
and the ultimate celebration of 
competitive fishing, the 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk 

In the film, a series of life-
changing moments led 
Powell to fly fishing as she 
faced the complete un-
knowns of a stage four 
cancer diagnosis. “Powell 
tackles the challenges with 
as much grace as she can 
muster, and two feet placed 
firmly in a river,” said 
Berry. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
from the staff of  

The Mid-South Tribune


